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2d. CHRONICLES, 3 XV. 7. 


3 YE STRONG THEREFORE, AND LET. Nor Yo . 
HA NDS BE WEAK : FOR YOUR WORK 
SHALL BE RE R DED. 


® 


FF 


THERE Was ſuch a peculiar and intimate con- 
nection between the civil and religious inſtitu- 
tions in the Hebrew republic, that the cauſe of 
Yon was neceflarily and deeply affected, by. 
both the good and bad adminiſtration of govern- _ 


ment. Hence it became à proverb in Ifrael, 
When the righteous are in authority, the peo- 


ple rejoice: but your the wicked beareth rule, 


the people mourn.” Religion never failed to 


- flouriſh under the files. and patronage of wiſe | 
and pious princes ; nor, on the other hand, did 


it ever fail to languiſh and decay under the 
| frowns and oppoſition of unwiſe and wicked rul- 
ers. This in ſome meaſure appeared, while the 
whole hauſe of Ifrael were happily united in one 


civil as well as religious community; z but if ſtill | 


more clearly appeared, after the revolt and apoſ- 
tacy of the ten tribes. In the days 
2 Was hol ny Y 5 unto the * 0% and the fr rigs * 


of Joſhua, 


7 4 e 
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Bis aeg; but after his Jeceats, and while there 
was no king in Iſrael, the cauſe of religion viſi- ; 
bly decayed, and never revived until the days of 


David and Solomon. While they were in the 
"adminiſtration of government, they made noble 
and ſucceſsful exertions to promote the public 


worſhip of God, and diffuſe a ſpirit of vital piety 


among all claſſes of people: But after Reho- 
boam the ſon of Solomon and Jereboam the ſon 


of Nabat divided the nation, religion received 


| a moſt fatal blow. In the kingdom of Ifracl it 


was greatly corrupted ; and in the kingdom of 


Judah it was generally neglected. Rehoboam 
and Abijah were both unfriendly to the cauſe of 
Gov, and did much to obſtruct and retard its 


progreſs. Accordingly, when Aſa aſcended the 


throne of Judah, he found religion in a low and 


languiſhing Rate. Iniquity had long abounded, and 


the love of many had waxen cold, But this deep : 


declenſion, inſtead of weakening, awakened his 


holy zeal, to revive the ſinking cauſe, which 
lay ſo near his pious heart. His firſt ſincere and 


vigorous efforts in favor of religion, were high- 


p pleaſing to the Gop of Iſrael, who ſent a Pro- a 
Phet on purpoſe to ſtrengthen his reſolution and 


perſeverance in accompliſhing the good deſign, 


b Which he had ſo nobly conceived, and ſo ſucceſs- 
fully purſued. This is the agreeable account, 
which the ſacred hiſtorian gives of ſome of the 


firſt acts of his pious and proſperous reign. © So 
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baer in his dead. And he did that * Was 
right and good in the eyes of the Lord his Gop. 
For he took away the altars of the ſtrange gods, 
and the high places, and broke down the images, 
and cut down the groves : And commanded Judah * 
to ſeek the Loxp Gon of their fathers, and to do 
the law and commandments.” . After he had 
proceeded ſo far, The Spirit of God came upon 
_ Azariah the ſon of Oded. And he went down „ 
to meet Aſa, and faid unto him, Hear ye me, 
Aſa, and all Judah and Benjamin; the Loxp is 
with you, while ye be with him; and if ye ſeek” 
him, he will be found of you: but if ye forfake 
him, he will forſake you. Be ye ſtrong | there- 
fore, and let not your hands be weak: For 
. work ſhall be rewarded.” This ſeaſonable . 
5 meſſage from the Gop of Iſrael, gave new life 
and vigor to Aſa and all his pious ſubjects. For 
it is added, And when Aſa heard theſe 
words, and the propheſy of Oded the prophet, 
he took courage. And he gathered all Judah and 
Benjamin, and the ſtrangers with them out 
of Ephraim and Menaſſah, and out of Simeon : : 
For they fell to him out of Iſrael in abundance, when 
they ſaw that the Lox D his Gop was with him.“ 
In this connection, the words of our text natural. 
ly ſuggeſt this ting truth to our preſent * 
conſideration + 1 | 


Tak the. friends of don lo 5 good ground. 4 
for unſhaken reſolution in oi the cauſe | 
of religion. as 4 


% 
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10 ſet this fubjedt in a proper gh, ſhall en« 
* deavor to ho-, 
. Tnar reſolution is neceſſary i in promoting 
" the cauſe gs religion, 


men. 
r r 
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II. Tuar the friends of Gop hive: good Wo 
ground to be bold and zealous in promoting 
"ſuch a noble and eren __ 

If 1 | 
F 1. Le us conſider the neceſſity of reſolution h 
in enn the cauſe of W 


„„ Abr brio is the eſſence of thit mental 5 
|  _ -  >Qrrength, which gives energy to all the powers, 
i A2 nd faculties of body and mind. It is compoſ- 
| ed of love, zeal and confidence, which are the 
mimoſt operative affections of the human heart. 
Wien a man has conceived a deſign, which 
engages his ſupreme affection, which engroſſes 
his whole attention, and which he firmly be- 
3 lieves he is capable of executing, he then feels a 
ſtrong reſolution to call forth all his latent pow- 
ers into vigorous exerciſe, to accampliſh the ob- 
zect of his wiſhes. Such reſolution has always 
had a principal influence in effecting all the great 
things, which have ever been effected by the 
men of the world. Equal reſolution, though 
of a different kind, is no leſs neceſſary i in pro- 
moting the cauſe of religion, than in promot- 
| ing any other great and difficult undertak- 
ing. Men of piety may have time, and op- 
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portunity, and nig and wealth, and power; 1 
and influence, to promote the cauſe of truth, 
and yet never exert themſelves in this great and 
good deſign, unleſs they poſſeſs a firm and un- 
maken reſolution. But all good men, who have 
this noble quality, are properly prepared to 
eſpouſe the cauſe of Gop, amidſt a frowning 
world. Hence the inſpired writers unitedly in- 
culcate reſolution as the principal thing neceſſa- 
ry, in order to ſucceed in promòting the inter- 
eſts of religion. Be ye ſtrong therefore, and _ 
let not your hands be weak,” ſays the prophet 
to Ala and the men of Judah, who were 1 


£ 
14, 


4 boli Tiſited his en and diſcovered yg 
the prevalence of vice and irreligion, he exhort. 


ed the proper reformers, to be bold and zealous in 


the diſcharge of their difficult duty. “ Be- 


hold,“ ſays he, © Amaziah the chief — 5 is over _ 
you in all matters of the LoRD; n the Le- 


vites ſhall be oflicers before you.” But not- 


withſtanding all this aid and protection, he adds, 

Deal courageouſly, and the Loxp ſhall be with the 

ood.” When Shecaniah, a bold and zealous 
friend of God, urged Ezra the prieſt to eſpouſe 
| the linking cauſe of virtue and piety, for which 


he had been fervently praying, he plainly inti- 


_ mated, that reſolution was indiſpenſably neceſ- 
fary to effect a religious reformation,” © Ariſe, 


for this. Oates PSs : $940 thee 3 3 We = 
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maintained the 
5 true God, before LL 


bold and perſevering ſpirit was the moſt Proms 


 Inent trait, in their character. Though Moſes 


I, we now turn our attention to thoſe, whom | 
* Gov has employed as eminent inſtruments of 
L uitding up his kingdom, we ſhall find, that a 


was 2 man of meekneſs, yet he was no leſs a 


man of firmneſs and reſolution. He feared not 
the wrath of the king, nor the frowns of his 
court, nor the murmurs of the falſe and faint. 
| hearted Ifraclites 3 but boldly purſued the cauſe _ 
of God, in defianch to the united oppoſition of 
all the enemies of the church. Elijah diſplayed 
peculiar courage and zeal in appearing on the 
Lonp's fide, and eſpouſing his cauſe, at a 
time of general, and as he thought, of univerſal 
declenſion. He not only oppoſed and confound 
v-.. lf 


ap 
j 


Ul the prophets of Baal; but even dared to 
deliver the meſſage of Gov to Ahab, whom he 


miah to carry on and accompliſh the work of 
Gop at Jeruſalem, in oppoſition to all the in- 
trigues and threats of Sanballat and Tobiah, 


and their numerous confederates. For, be- 
ing admoniſhed to conſult his perſonal ſafety, 
he nobly replied, * Should ſuch a man as I flee? 


What invincible firmneſs did Daniel, Shadrack, 
Meſhack, and Abednego diſcover, when they 


e mouth of the lions' den, 


and the flames of the n fer : 


* 


* knew had been fecking his life. It was a firm 
and unſhaken reſolution, which enabled Nehe- 


worſhip and glory of the only 


ty furnace ? A 


332, . 
* TD, 2 


* 
A bold and undaunted ſpirit was the moſt ſtrik- 
ing lineament in the character of John the Bap- 
tit, who was ſent as a pioneer, to prepare the way 
of the Log Dp. The meek and lowly Jeſus him- 
ſelf was the lion of the tribe of Judah. He 
ſpake with a courage and boldneſs, with which 
never man ſpake. His undaunted reſolution, 
in purging the temple, ſurpriſed even his diſci- 
ples, until they recollected it was written,“ The 1 
zeal of thine houſe hath eaten me up.” The 
| holy apoſtles imbibed the bold and zealous ſpirit 
of their Divine Maſter, which rendered them 
ſuperior to all oppoſition, in ſpreading the goſ- 
pel among both Jews and Gentiles. This the 
enemies of truth moſt ſenſibly felt, and moſt ex- 
plicitly acknowledged. For we are told, When 
they ſaw the boldneſs of Peter and John,—they 
took knowledge of them, that they had been with 
Feſus. And when theſe two apoſtles were 
arreſted in their work, they bid defiance to 
the threats of their malignant oppoſers, and 
made this folemn appeal to their conſciences : 
«© Whether it be right in the ſight of Gop to 
| hearken unto. you more than unto Gop, judge 
ye. For we cannot but ſpeak the things which 
we have ſeen and heard.” Paul, that choſen 
veſſel to bear the meſſages of grace to thoſe ſit- 
ting in the region of the ſhadow of death, was a 
man of aſtoniſhing reſolution and zeal. He 
dared the dangers of the ſea; and the perils of 


the wilderneſs. He attacked the falſe religion 


10 


and vain philoſophy of pagan prieſts and moral- 
iſts. He regarded not the terror of tyrants, nor 


the rage and violence of perſecutors; but bold- 
ly declared the whole counſel of Gon. And 
though his friends frequently adviſed him to 
avoid the dangers and evils, to which he expoſ- 


ed himſelf in the cauſe of CHRIST; yet his per- 
ſevering zeal and reſolution woull not ſuffer 
him to deſert, nor negle& the benevolent de-. 


fign, which he had determined, at all hazards, 


to purſue. Hear his bold and undaunted lan- 

guage. Behold, I go bound in ſpirit unto Je- 
ruſalem, not knowing the things that ſhall befal 
me there: Save that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in 


every city, that bonds and afflictions abide me. 
But none of theſe things move me, neither 
count I my life dear unto myſelf, fo that I might 


| finiſh my courſe with joy, and miniſtry which I 
have received of the Lord Ixsus, to teſtify the 
goſpel of the grace of Gop.” Luther was raif- 


ed up to purge away the errors and deluſions of 
the Church of Rome, and to ſpread the pure 


_ truths of the goſpel through many of the ſtates 


and kingdoms of Europe. This was a moſt ar- 
duous and dangerous taſk ; accordingly to fit 


him for his work, Goo inſpired him with a bold 


enterpriſing, unconquerable ſpirit. This ani- 


mated and ſupported him, amidſt the greateſt 
labors and conteſts, that have ever perhaps fall- 


en to the lot of any individual, fince the days of 
the apoſtles. As Calvin ſtood next to Luther in 


P 


propagating truth in oppoſition to error; ſo 
next to that great reformer, he poſſeſſed the 
largeſt ſhare of genuine reſolution and fortitude. 
But though Zuinglius was a man of more pene- 
tration and knowledge, and commanded a more 
elegant and perſuaſive pen, than either Luther 
or Calvin; yet, by his great timidity and irreſo- 
lution, he often injured the glorious cauſe, which 
he lincerely wiſhed to promote. Thus it appears 
from the experience of ages, as well as from the 
teſtimony of ſcripture, that a pious and perſever- 
ing reſolution is indiſpenſably neceflary, in or- 
der to propagate the goſpel, and build up the 
kingdom of CHRIST in the world. I now pro- 
ceed to ſhow, 


I. Tnar the Colon af Gop have good 
ground for ſuch unſhaken reſolution, in pro- 
moting ſuch a great and good deſign. The pre- 
cept in the text is connected with an animat- 
ing promiſe. © Be ye ſtrong therefore, and let 
not your hands be weak : For your work ſhall 
be rewarded.” Here I ſhall mention a few of 
= weighty motives to bold and vigorous e exer- 
tions in the cauſe of dee 


ſs Tux friends of Gop have often been ſuc- 
ceeded in their ſincere attempts to promote his 
glory in the converſion of ſinners. He has been 
Pleaſed to allow them the privilege of being 
workers together with him, in ſtrengthening and 
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enlarging his fotritual kingdom. This privilege 
they have ſometimes zealouſly improved, when 


they ſaw religion was declining, and multitudes 


of ſinners were periſhing in their ſins. At ſuch a 


: time, Aſa ſet himſelf to revive the ſinking cauſe 
of Gop. He firſt prepared the way, by removing 


the obſtacles which ſtood oppoſed to his pious 


deſign; and then uſed the proper means to 
awaken the attention of his ſubjects to the things 
which belonged to their everlaſting peace. In 
this arduous: work he perſiſted for years, and 
happily ſucceeded in attaining the object of his 


deſires, his prayers, and exertions. His ſon Je- 


hoſhaphat followed his good example, and car- 
ried on the work, which his father had ſucceſs- 
fully begun. After ſeveral wicked princes had 
reigned over Judah, Jehoiada the prieſt, in the 
minority of Joaſh, ſtrengthened the things that 
remained and were ready to die, and, by his 


vigorous exertions, brought about a great refor- 


mation in religion. You remember, that Heze- 


kiah, Joſiah, Ezra, and Nehemiah; were firm 


and faithful friends of Gop ; and every attempt 


they made to promote his cauſe was crowned 


with ſignal ſucceſs. I might mention the apoſ- 


tles, Luther and Calvin, David Brainard and ma- 
ny other miſſionaries, who have done much to 
ſpread the ſavor of CHRIS T's name among both 
their own countrymen and heathens. So many 
inſtances of ſucceſs in ſo many ages and parts of 
the world, in promoting the cauſe of religion, 


E 3 

clearly demonſtrate that the work, though at- 
tended with great and innumerable difficulties, 
is really practicable. And this practicability af. 
fords a ſolid ground of encouragement, in un- 
dertaking and purſuing the benevolent deſign. 


here is ſomething extremely animating in the 


proſpect of ſucceſs. It always inſpires the mind 
Vith irreſiſtable zeal and fortitude in ſeeking a 
deſirable object. This alluring motive, Gop, in 
his providence, holds up to the view of his 
friends, who are e ſincerely engaged to nen 
his caule. © 


2. Tn promotion of religion i is ſuch a noble ; 


and laudable delign, that it is even glorious to 


fail in the attempt. In all great and difficult 
undertakings, there is always more or leſs dan- 
ger of being eventually diſappointed. It is not 
in man to command ſucceſs, even in his moſt 


. lawful and benevolent purſuits. The men of the 


world are often fruſtrated in accompliſhing their 
vWwiſeſt and beſt concerted deſigns. And the 
friends of Gop have not unfrequently been diſ- 
appointed in their pious efforts to ſpread the 
knowledge of truth and promote the intereſts of 
religion. Many ſocieties formed for this benev- 
olent purpoſe, have failed of anſwering their 
own and the public expectation. But in all caſes, 

in which the failure has not been owing, either 
to the negligence, or the unfaithfulneſs, or the 
deſpondency of thoſe employed, in concerting 
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and executing the deſign, their attempts have 


always met with general approbation and ap- 


plauſe. Melvill Horne appears amiable and re- 
ſpectable, notwithſtanding his want of ſucceſs in 
his miſſion, and notwithſtanding his own ac- 
 knowledged timidity and irreſolution. Some of 
the more ancient promoters of religion, by their 
bold, though unſucceſsful attempts, endeared 
their names to future ages. At a time of great 
degeneracy 1 in Judah, The ſpirit of Gon came 
upon Zechariah the ſon of Jehoiada the prieſt, 


who ſtood above the people, and ſaid unto them, 


Thus faith Gop, why tranſgreſs ye the com- 
mandments of the. Lo, that ye cannot proſ- 


per: Becauſe ye have forſaken the Lorp, he 5 
hath alſo forſaken you. And they conſpired 


| againſt him, and ſtoned him with ſtones at 
the commandment of the king, in the court 


of the houſe of the Lok.“ This bold and 


ſincere attempt to promote the reformation 
and falvation of ſinners, though it failed of 


deſired ſucceſs, finally reflected peculiar honor 
upon the name of Zechariah. © For, when CHRIST 
told the Jews, that the blaod of all the prophets 


ſhould be required at their hands, he mentioned 


= particular the blood of Zacharias, whom 


they ſlew between the temple and the altar,” 
CHRIST himſelf labored in vain and ſpent his 


ſtrength for naught, in preaching the goſpel 
to the Jews 3 but though Iſrael were not 


gathered, yet he was glorious in the eyes of his 


attempts. 


"FJ 


Father. The apoſtles preached the fame goſpel 
in many places, with little or no ſucceſs ; but 
yet they were a ſweet ſavor of CHRIS in them 
that periſhed, as well as in them that were ſaved. 
John Wickliff was unſucceſsful in the fame 
work in which Luther ſucceeded ; but yet his 
noble, though unſucceſsful exertions, have ren- 
dered his name illuſtrious through all the pro- 
teſtant nations. If good men ſhould fail of 
ſpreading the goſpel to the extent of their de- 
Aires and expectations; yet their ſincere and 
vigorous attempts ſhall meet the juſt approba- 
tion of both Gop and man. Some ſeem to be 
backward, to engage in this work, for fear they 
ſhall not ſucceed. They imagine they ſee a lion 
in the way; but ſuppoſing there ſhould be a li- 
on in the way, or ſuppoling the worſt that can 
be ſuppoſed, that ſome unforeſeen obſtacles ſhall 
ariſe, which cannot be ſurmounted, it will be 
_ glorious to fail, after they have done all that 
was in their power to do. This the friends 
of Gop ought. to conſider as a ſolid foun- 
dation for fortitude and zeal, in undertaking 


and proſecuting ſuch a noble and laudable de- : 


ſign, in which they have nothing to loſe, but 
much to gain, by their moſt zealous and bold 


ö 


3. Tnosx, who eſpouſe the cauſe of religion, 
have reaſon to expect the peculiar preſence and 
aſſiſtance of Gop in their pious exertions. The 
cauſe of religion is emphatically the cauſe of 
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Gov, in the promotion of which his heart is 
wholly engaged. The zeal of the Loxp of hoſts 
centres in the execution of his purpoſe of grace 
towards this fallen world. For the attainment 
of this grand object, he is conſtantly employing 
every creature, and directing every event, in the 
univerſe. While any of his friends, therefore, 
feel his ſpirit and heartily eſpouſe his cauſe, he 
muſt be pleaſed with the motives of their con- 
duct, and afford them all the protection and aſ- 
ſiſtance which they need, in doing their part, to 
promote his gracious deſign. Accordingly we 
find expreſs promiſes of his preſence with thoſe, 


who ſincerely endeavor to promote his cauſe. He 


directed Azariah to tell Aſa and the men of Ju- 
da in his name, © The Lozp is with you, while 
ye be with him.” 


He engaged to aſſiſt and pro- 
tect Jeremiah, while pleading his cauſe, in the 


midſt of the moſt formidable oppoſition. © Thou 
therefore gird up thy loins, and ariſe, and ſpeak 
unto them a that I command thee : Be not 
diſmayed at their faces: Leſt I confound thee 
before them. For behold, I have made thee 


this day, a defenced city, and iron pillar, and 


brazen walls againſt the whole land, againſt the 


kings of Judah, againſt the princes thereof, 


againſt the prieſts thereof, and againſt the peo- 
ple of the land. And they ſhall fight againſt 
. thee, but they ſhall not prevail againſt thee, for 


I am with thee, ſaith the Lozp, to deliver thee.” 
Ezekiel tells us, that Gop gave him a ſimilar 


A 
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promiſe in a ſimilar caſe. And he ſaid unto 


me, ſon of man, go, get thee unto the houſe of 


lrael, and ſpeak my wordt unto them. Behold, 
I have made thy face ſtrong againſt their faces, 
and thy forchead ſtrong againſt their foreheads. 


As an adamant, harder than flint, have I made 
thy forehead ; fear them not, neither be dif. 


mayed at their looks, though they be a rebell. 
ious houſe.” The command, which CHRIST has 

laid upon all his faithful miniſters to ſpread the 
goſpel, is enforced by a promiſe of his continual 


preſence. Go ye therefore and teach all na- 


tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; teach- 
ing them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have 
commanded you. And lo, I am with you alway 
even unto the end of the world.” Such peculiar 
promiſes of divine ſupport, protection, and aſ- 
ſiſtance, apply to all thoſe, who are heartily en- 
gaged to ſpread the knowledge and bleſſings of 
the goſpel among the periſhing children of men, 
and are deſigned to infpire them with reſolu- 
tion and zeal in the great undertaking. Every 
ſincere chriſtian, every faithful miniſter, every 


pious and zealous miſſtonary, may adopt the 


language of the apoſtle, and ſay, I can do all 
things through ChHRIs r which ſtrengtheneth = 
me.” Whoſe hearts and hands, therefore, muſt 
not be ſtrong, while they are ſincerely engaged 
in that work, which they know is highly pleaſ- 
ing to CHRIST, and in the performance of which, 
C 
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they have juſt ground to expect his promifeq 
preſence and Protection: ? Eſpecially when — 
3 


4. Tear. their 1 defires and exer· | 
tions to advance the intereſts of religion, ſhall 
certainly be attended with the approbation and 
prayers of all good men. Theſe have univerſal. 
ly imbibed one ſpirit, and heartily deſire the 
proſperity of Zion. Here the diſtinction of dif. 
ferent denominations ceaſes to operate, and ad. 
mits an entire union in ſentiment and feeling. 
Good men, in whatever denomination of chriſt. 
ians they are found, unitedly ſeek the ſpread of 
the goſpel and the prevalence of religion. And 
though they may differ in opinion, reſpecting 
particular meaſures to promote the common 
cauſe of chriſtianity; yet they really unite in 
the general object, and ſincerely pray, that it 
may be eventually obtained. They feel the ſpi- 
rit of Paul, who ſaid, Some indeed preach 
CHRIST even of envy and ſtrife; and ſome alſo 
of good will. What then? Notwithſtanding | 
every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, 
 Cazrsr is preached ; and J therein do rejoice, yea, 
and 2 rejoice,” The friends of Gop univer- 
ſally wiſh well to, and heartily pray for thoſe, 
who are ſincerely engaged in ſpreading the goſ- 
pel, and promoting the ſalvation of ſinners. A- 
greeably to the direction of CHRIST, they daily 
offer up their deſires to Goo in that compre· 


1 


henſive petition, © Thy kingdom come.“ And 


whenever they ſee any ſucceſsfully employed in 


building up this kingdom, they naturally join 
with and aſſiſt them in the good work. We 
have a ſtriking inſtance of this in the context. 
Though the ten tribes had generally revolted 


from the true Gop, yet there were ſome pious 
men among them; and theſe united heart and 
hand with Aſa the Ling of Judah, in promoting 


the cauſe of true religion, Accordingly it is 


| ſaid, © They fell to him out of Iſrael in abundance, 
when they ſaw that the Loxp his Go was with 
bim. The ſincere and ſucceſsful promoters of 


religion will always have the approbation and 


prayers, and in that way at leaſt, the concur- 


rence and aſſiſtance of all good men. This, in- 
deed, makes them really ſtrong ; and ſtrength is 


2 pecuhar ſource of reſolution and zeal. Becken. | 


5. THEy are equally ſure of the Petar 5 


1 affection of all thoſe, whom they ſhall be inſtru- 
mental of converting. Though men are natural- 


ly averſe from being awakened, convinced and 
converted ; yet after they have become reconcil- 


ed to Gop, they never fail to feel a peculiar af- 
fection for thoſe whom they view as inſtrument- 


al of their ſpiritual and eternal good. Paul 


bears teſtimony to the ardent affection, which 


ſome of his hearers had felt towards him, whom 
they had viewed as the inſtrument, under Gop, 


of their ſaving converſion. © I bear you record, 
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that if it had been poſlible, ye would have 
plucked out Four own eyes, and have given 


them to me.” How much have faithful and ſuc- 
_ ceſsful mntfionarice been beloved and carefled, 


by thoſe to whom they have carried the goſpel, 


which turned them from darkneſs to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto Gor? No men in 
Judah were more ſincerely eſteemed and venerat- 
ed, than Aſa, Jehoiada, Hezekiah, and Joſiah, 


who were the happy inſtruments of reforming 


and converting ſinners. If men are faithful 


and ſucceſsful in ſeeking the ſalvation of ſouls, 


they will not only deſerve, but receive the grat- 


itude and eſteem of thoſe, whom they are the 


means of bringing home to Gop. This conſid- 
_ eration may well ſupport and animate them, in 


ſuffering all the reproach and oppoſition they 
may meet with, in ſpreading the goſpel, and tak- 
ing the ſubjects of the prince of darkneſs out of 


His hands. 5 I muſt add, 


6. Trrar all the ſincere endeavors and extra- 
ordinary exertions in favor of religion, ſhall 
finally meet a glorious recompenſe of reward. 


Gob has promiſed to reward men for the faith- 


ful improvement of all their talents. And what 


better uſe can they make of the bleſſings of prov- 
idence, than to employ them in building up the 


kingdom of Gop ? This is the moſt important 
deſign carrying on in this world, and even in 


any part of the univerſe ; and, therefore, to be 


I 
inſtrumental in promoting this, is to de the 
greateſt good, which lies in the power of man to 
do. No perſon can employ his time, his inter- 
eſt, his knowledge, and all the weight of his 
character, to a better purpoſe, than that of 
ſpreading the goſpel, and promoting the eternal 
intereſts of his fellow men ; and there is no 
other way, in which he can ſecure a more am- 
ple reward, in the great day of retribution. | | 


Bur beſide the carable of the talents, '4 we ; find 
particular promiſes to thoſe, who make pecu- 
Har exertions to build up Zion. Such is the 
promiſe in the text. © Be ye ſtrong therefore, 
and let not your hands be weak: For your 
Work ſhall be rewarded.” The ſame idea is 
ſuggeſted by the apoſtle James. © Brethren, if 


any of you do err from the truth, and one con- 


vert him; let him know, that he who convert- 
eth a e, from the error of his way, ſhall ſave 
a ſoul from death, and hide a multitude of fins.” 
The apoſtle Paul ſays to chriſtians in general, 
C Be ye ſtedfaſt, unmovable, always abounding 

in the work of the Loxd, foraſmuch as ye know 
that your labor ſhall not be in vain in the LoR p.“ 
And the prophet expreſsly declares, * They that 

be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment; and they that turn many to righteouſneſs, 
as the ſtars forever and ever.“ Theſe prom- 
iſes of a glorious recompenſe in a future ſtate, 
ought to animate good men at this day, as they 


t a 


animated Moſes, the prophets, the apoſtles, and 
even CHRIST himſelf, to the moſt bold and Vig- 
orous exeryions in the cauſe of religion. 


It now 1 remains to improve aud apply 3 ſub⸗ F 


ies. with * freedom and FRI 


In the fr place, it is . to 1 
from what has been ſaid, that the friends of 


| Gop have been very negligent in promoting his 
cauſe in the world. When a man, merely for 


the want of reſolution, does not perform any 


important work, which belongs to him to per- 
form, and which he has time, opportunity, and 
abilities to perform, we never ſcruple to ſay, 
that he is guilty of negligence. Tt is certainly the 
proper buſineſs of the friends of Gon to pro- 
mote his cauſe. He formed them veſſels of mer - 


cy for his own uſe. He called them out of dark- 
neſs into marvellous light, that they might be 
« the light of the world, and the ſalt of the 


earth.” And he has commanded them to ſeek 


the intereſt of his kingdom above every other 
object. It is, therefore, their appropriate and 


important buſineſs, to promote the cauſe of 


religion. And it muſt be acknowledged, that 


they have long had time, opportunity, and 


ability, to perform the duty devolved upon 
them. But have they been faithful? Are there 


not many indubitable marks of their negli- 


gence ?. Does not the languiſhing ſtate of relig- 
ion, bear teſtimony to their timidity and indo- 


lence? Had they been bold, and zealous, and 
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ee in the cauſe of Go, would there have been 
ſo many of the human race, at this day, involv. 
ed in Jewiſh, Pagan, Mahometan, and Papal 
darkneſs ? Have there not been chriſtians in 
Aſia? Why then has Aſia been fo long periſh- 
ing for the want of goſpel light? Have there 
not been chriſtians in Africa? Why then has 
Africa been ſo long periſhing for the want of 
chriſtian knowledge? Have there not been chriſt. 
ians in Europe? are there not many there ſtill ? 
Why then is ſo great a part of that quarter of 
the world ſtill ignorant of the pure doctrines of 
the goſpel? Has there not long been a ſucceſſion 
of pious men in America? Why then are there 
ſo many of the aboriginals fill periſhing in their 
native barbarity and i ISNOTAnCe * ? Have we not 
many godly miniſters in theſe United States.? 
Why then are there ſo many declining churches, 
ſo many deſtitute congregations, and ſo many 


individuals abandoned to vice, een, and 
infidelity? 


Tusk are plain indications of negligence in 
the friends of Gop, for years, if not for ages 
paſt. Had chriſtians in every age poſſeſſed the 

- ſpirit of the apoſtles and the primitive believers, 

what great things would they have done to 

promote the cauſe of CrrisT ? Or had they 
been as wiſe as the men of the world, and as 

_ zealous to promote the ſalvation of others, as 

ſinners are to promote their temporal intereſts, 

the goſpel would have long ſince been carried to 
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the ends of the earth. Or, indeed, if the ſame 
zealous, bold, and undaunted ſpirit, which has 


lately fired the breaſts of chriſtians in Europe 
and America, had fired their breaſts but a few 
years ago, the face of religion would have un- 


doubtedly appeared, at this time, unſpeakably 
different. Nothing has been wanting, ſince the 
revival of learning, the invention of printing, 


and the diſcovery of the magnet, to prevent the 


_ univerſal ſpread of the goſpel, but merely chriſt. 


ian reſolution and zeal. This long and great 


negligence calls for the humiliation of chriſtians 


in general, and eſpecially of chriſtian miniſters 


and magiſtrates, who ought to have been the 
firſt in zeal and reſolution to promote the cauſe 


of CHrIsT and the ſpread of the goſpel. The 


world now looks like the field of the ſlug- 


gard, becauſe chriſtians, like the ſluggard, have 


been crying, © A little ſleep, a little lumber, a 


little folding of the hands to ſleep.” The pre- 
ſent melancholy ſtate of chriſtianity throughout 


the world, reproaches all its friends for their paſt 


irreſolution and negligence. 


Taz next thing to be inferred from what has 


been ſaid is, that none will ever do much to 


forward the work of ſpreading the goſpel, with- : 
out a large ſhare of chriſtian zeal and reſolution. * 


Men may be pious and ſincerely with well to 


the benevolent deſign, and yet do more to de- 


feat, than to accompliſh it, if deſtitute of a truly 


miſſionary ſpirit. In order to carry into effect 
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ſuch a diſſicult and laborious undertaking, thoſe, 
who enter upon it, muſt be all awake and alive 
to the important object before them. But none 
will feel a proper concern for others, who do not 
feel a proper concern for themſelves. None will 
be greatly engaged to promote religion abroad, 
who are not equally engaged to promote it at 
home. None have any encouragement to em- 
bark in the adventurous cauſe of propagating the 
_ goſpel, unleſs their hearts glow with love to 
God, and a tender concern for the ſouls of men. 
They muſt be weaned from the world ; they 
muſt be {tripped of mercenary motives ; they 
muſt be willing to deny themſelves and take up 
the croſs ; before they can poſſeſs that firm and 
perſevering reſolution, which is neceſſary to meet 
the reproach and oppoſition to be expected, in 
ſpreading a religion, which has never failed to 
awaken all the malignant paſſions of the human 
heart. They muſt fit down and count the coſt, 
left, after having put their hand to the plough, 
they ſhould look back, and betray the cauſe, 
which they engaged to befriend. Why have at- 
tempts of this kind ſo often proved abortive ? 
Has it not been chiefly owing to a worldly ſpirit, 
which has palſied all pious reſolution and zeal ? 
And who can expect to ſpeed better, without a 
better ſpirit ? What will lifeleſs meetings, 
what will proper reſolutions, what will verbal 
_ engagements avail, without bold, zealous, per- 
ſevering exertions ? No perſon is properly pre · 
x 


E 
pared to be a member, and much leſs to be 4 
miſſionary, of this ſociety, who has not a heart 


| to ſpend and be ſpent in the arduous under- 


taking, and to meet all the evils and embarraſſ- 
ments, which may eventually attend it. A cold 
heart, a timid mind, a feeble hand, is by no 


means fit to be employed in a work, which calls 


X for the Warne zeal, and the moſt vigorous ex- 


Bur ſince the friends of Gop have ſuch good 
ground for unſhaken reſolution, in promoting 
the cauſe of religion, we may juſtly infer, in the 
laſt place, that it is not yet too late to attempt 
the propagation of the goſpel through this ex- 
tenſive country. Though we have loſt much 
time, and neglected many favorable opportuni- 

ties for ſuch an undertaking ; though an awful 

ſtupor has ſeized the minds of many of the pro- 
feſſed friends of Gop; though the enemies of 
religion have, within a very few years, greatly 
increaſed in numbers and ſtrength; though they 
have ſet every engine in motion, to ſpread error, 
deiſm, and even atheiſm, through every corner 
of our land; though, I ſay, all theſe obſtacles 
ſtare us in the face, and muſt be overcome, in or. 
der to propagate the goſpel among thoſe who are 
periſhing for the want of it ; yet it may not be 
too late to effect the difficult and important de- 
ſign. Good men, as well as bad, are able to do 
_ almoſt any thing, which they think they are able 
to do. Difficulties vaniſh before reſolution, 


EE 


There never was ſo great a declenſion of religion 
in Judah, but that a reformation was always ef. 
feed, when good men had only zeal and reſo- 
lution enough to attempt it. If the few friends 
of Gow in this country, therefore, were only 
awake, united, and poſſeſſed of proper zeal and 
fortitude, they might, under the divine direc- 
tion and influence, put a check upon the prog- 
reſs of vice and infidelity, and extend the lim- 
its of the Redeemer's kingdom where Satan is 
now reigning without control, and leading 
multitudes of poor, deluded creatures to eternal 
deſtruction. Chriſtianity is a cauſe, which is 
_ deſtined to prevail; and which is deſtined to 
Prevail, by the . of Gov on human exer - 
tions. 


Tris we, my Brethren, have in practice pro- 
feſſed to believe, by uniting for the purpoſe of 
ſending the goſpel to thoſe, who are periſhing 
for the lack of viſion. © Let us be ſtrong there- 
fore, and let not our hands be weak,” for we 
have all the encouragement defirable, to purſue 
with vigor and fortitude the work, which we 
have ſeriouſly and deliberately undertaken, 
Though we and others have too long neglected 
it, and, by our neglect, given riſe to great and 
formidable difficulties ; yet theſe mountains 
mall become plains, before a pious, bold, miſ- 
fionary ſpirit. It has been Gop's uſual method, 
to ariſe and Plead his own cauſe, at thoſe very 

times, when it appeared to be on the very poirt 


5 
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of extinction. It was When jereboam the ſon 


of Nebat had made Iſrael to fin, and well'nigh 
_ corrupted the whole church; that Gop raiſed 
up Afa and others, to rekindle the dying, glim- 
mering flame of religion. It was when the two 
tribes and half were pining away in their ini- 
quities, and reſembled the valley of dry bones, 
in Babylon; that Gop awakened the zeal and 
bleſſed the exertions of his friends, to bring 
about their converſion and deliverance. It was 
wWjuhen the man of fin had defaced and nearly de- 


ſtroyed the chriſtian religion; that Gop raiſed 
up 2 conſtellation of bold and zealous men, to 
eſpouſe and ſpread his finking cauſe. Hence the 


late extraordinary efforts in Europe and America 
to cruſh the wretch,” or to uſe a more decent 
_ expreſſion, 70 iid chriſtianity, afford a ſtrong 


ground of faith, that “ the "ne; yea, the ſet 


time to favor Zion, is come.“ For it has been 
God's uniform conduct, when the enemy came in 
lite a flood upon his people, to ſet up a ſtandard 
againſt him. And we are happy to ſay, that Gon 
has already begun to ſet up his ſtandard in vari. 


ous parts of the chriſtian world ; and his friends 
are now rallying around it, with uncommon 


_ zeal and reſolution, to defend and promote the 


intereſts of his kingdom. An unuſual miſſiona- 


ry ſpirit has ſpread through England, Scotland, 
Ireland, many parts of Germany, and a num- 
ber of the United States. This ought to ani- 


mate ws, as it animated the directors of the 
miſſionary ſociety in London. In one of their 


„ 


communications to the ſociety, they ſay, From 


Germany, and a vaſt body of aſſociated miniſ- 
ters in Luſatia, aſſembled from all parts of 


Chriſtendom, we have received the moſt fraternal 
good wiſhes for the accompliſhment of our deligns, 
and their great ſatisfafion in our enterpriſe, which 


has warmed and ſtimulated them to freſh exer- 


tions; while they cry day and night to Gov, 
for our ſucceſs, from the Carpathian mountains to 


the ſnows of Norway.“ They add, America, 


ſtirred up by your example, has caught the holy 
flame. So that the Logo Jzsvs, the great head 
of the church, ſeems to be awakening a ſimilar 
ſpirit, throughout all places of his dominion.” 
There is yet another promiſing proſpe& before 
us. In the laſt and preſent year, there has been 
2 more extenſive and extraordinary effuſion of 


the divine influence in many parts of our land, 


than has been known in the courſe of almoſt ſix- 
ty years. God is now viſibly ariſing to plead 
his own cauſe; and ſhall we not, when zwe hear 
the ſound of his goings, beſtir .our/elves to promote 


the proſperity of Zion? Under all theſe favor- 
able circumſtances, if we are not wanting in our 
zeal, reſolution, and exertions, we have noth- 
ing to fear in the purſuit of our great and in- 
tereſtin 8 object. 


Wu Ar if our number be ſmall ? A ſmall num- : 


ber firmly united in ſentiment and zeal, may do 
wonders in promoting the cauſe of CHRIST. 


15 * 
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This has been demonſtrated by thoſe, who firſt 
carried the goſpel to chree quarters of the world. 


Wnar if our firſt ind ſeeble efforts ſhould : 
meet with little or no ſucceſs ? This, inſtead of 
| throwing us into deſpondency, ſhould ſerve to 
rouſe us to more zealous and vigorous exertions, | 
in ſuch a difficult and hos bod undertaking. | 


Wnar if our pecuniary ee are few, and 
unprotected by legal authority? There is no 
ground of diſcouragement on this account, pro- 
vided we are only faithful and ſucceſsful in the 

diſcharge of our duty. It is only for God to 
| beſtow his grace upon our churches, as he did 
upon the churches of Macedonia, and our church. 
es will to their power, yea, beyond their power, 
abound in the riches of their liberality, and even 
prayers to receive their gifts, and take upon us 
the care of miniſtering to the relief of thoſe, 

| who are e famiſhing for the bread of life. 


Wear if the miſſionary held be wide ? This 
preſents an animating motive, rather than a diſ- 
couraging obſtacle. The proſpect of the ſalva- 
tion of millions ſhould awaken our deſires and 
endeavors, to civilize thoſe who are not civiliz- 
ed, and goſpelize thoſe who are not goſpelized, 
through this widely extended continent. The 
United States are abundantly able, in reſpect to 
numbers and wealth, to ſpread the goſpel through 

all North and South America. And we were, 
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there is reaſon to believe, raiſed up and formed 
into a civil and religious community, to perform 
this ſervice for Gop, in grateful return for his 
diſtinguiſhing and protecting mercy. 


Bur where, fone may aſk, ſhall we find men 
of a truly miſſionary ſpirit, who will freely ſacri- 
fice their eaſe, their intereſt, their health, and 


5 even their lives, to carry the goſpel to the 


| poor in our new ſettlements, and to the lavages 

in the wilderneſs? This, we acknowledge, is 
the greateſt apparent difficulty to be expected 
and to be ſurmounted, in the buſineſs before us. 


But this we may ſafely refer to Gop. It is his 


to provide inſtruments to do his own work. 
But if the harveſt be plenteous, and the Jaborers 
few, it is ours to pray the Loxp of the harveſt, 
to ſend forth laborers into his harveſt. And 
may we not cheerfully confide in him, who hath 
formed ſo many miſſionary ſocieties in New- 
Tork, Connecticut, and Maſſachuſetts, to raiſe 
ap 2 ſufficient number of pious, zealous, bold 


miſſionaries, to carry their pious and important 
2 into effect? 


Bur let us turn from the dark to the bright 
fide of the work, in which we have publicly en- 
gaged. What if the ſet time to favor Zion 
ſhould be at hand? What if there ſhould be 
a general effuſion of the divine ſpirit upon 
all our religious ſocieties ? What if the attention 
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of both miniſters and people every where, hould 
be awakened to the object we are purſuing, and 


they ſhould, like the men of Iſrael, fall in to our 


aſſiſtance in abundance ? What if the numerous 4 
inhabitants in the new ſettlements ſhould gen. 
erally be formed. into large and flouriſhing 
churches ? What if the poor heathens ſhould _ 
have an opportunity and a heart to embrace the 
goſpel ? In a word, what if this whole conti- 
nent ſhould be both civilized and goſpelized, 
through the inſtrumentality of this and other 


miſſionary ſocieties? Who would not have rea- 
ſon to rejoice : ? And who would have more rea- 
ſon to rejoice, than thoſe, who were the moſt 
ſincere, active, bold, and zealous in bringing 
about ſuch happy events? Theſe are not imagin- 
ary proſpects. If Gop intends to make us a 


appy), he will make us a holy people; and if he 


| intends to make us a holy people, he will employ 


the proper means to effect his purpoſe. Let us, 


then, my brethren, take courage ; let our hearts 
and hands be ſtrong ; for there are certainly 


proſpects within our view, which, whether re- 
alized, either before, or after we are laid in the 
dauſt, will abundantly reward us, for all that we 
can do, to build up the . of our * Drivixe 3 
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A BRIEF ABST [her 
or run 


PROCEEDINGS AD FUND 


OF THE 


MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY Sr. 


At impreſſion of the importance of the | 
knowledge of the goſpel of Chriſt to the preſent _ 


intereſts, and eſpecially to the future ſalvation, of 


men, and a ſolicitude for thoſe portions of the 
human race which are either partially or totally 
deſtitute of this knowledge, originated THE MAs- 
SACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. It was inſti- 
tuted in 1799 3 and, at its firſt meeting, May 28, 
in that year, it conſiſted of thirty-cight members. 
Its conſtitution was, ſoon after, publiſhed, with 
an addreſs to all chriſtians defirous of the propa- 
gation of the goſpel, ſoliciting their ſerious atten- 
tion to the object contemplated by the ſociety. 
This object is declared, in the conſtitution, to be, 
« to diffuſe the knowledge of the goſpel among 
the heathens, as well as other people in the re- 
mote parts of our country, where CHRIST is ſel- 
dom or never preached.” A ſmall fund was 
_ raiſed by the contribution of the members of the 
ſociety and of others; and ſeveral miniſters 
were choſen to form a miſſion to the frontiers 
of the United States. Obſtacles prevented the 
elected miſſionaries from engaging in the ſervice. 
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The ſucceſs of the inſtitution, however, ſo far as 
it relates to the acceflion of members, and an ac- 
cumulation of the fund, has been fully equal to 


the expectations of the ſociety. At the annual 


meeting, on the 27th of laſt May, it appeared, 
that the whole number of members was one hun- 


ared and nineteen ; and the fund amounts to up- 
Wards of a thouſand dollars, and is increaſing ; 
both from the annual contributions of its mem- 
bers, and the liberal donations of the pious and 


liberal. 


| EncouraceD by its augmented reſources, the 
ſociety, at their laſt meeting, voted to employ 
four miſſionaries, the enſuing ſummer, to com- 


mence a ſerious execution of its deſign. Four 
ordained miniſters were, accordingly, elected for 


the miſſion. Two of whom, by direction of the 
truſtees, are deſtined for the Province of Maine, 
and two for the weſtern frontiers. | 


Our not the 8 . Great Head of 
che church on the firſt efforts of the ſociety to 
be religiouſly and gratefully acknowledged as 4 


toten for good ? Ought they not to ſtimulate 


chriſtians to afford the inſtitution the concurrent 
aids of their pecuniary contribution, of their 
perſonal influence, of their prayers, and of their 
zealous exertions ? But we are anticipating what- 
does not properly belong to this ſtatement of 


_ facts, The motives for giving the ſociety a 


prompt and pious patronage are fully exhibited 
in the ſubjoined Addreſs. May the peruſal of it 
excite in the boſoms of its readers that ſpirit of 
chriſtian philanthropy and charity, which will 
inſure their co-operation in promoting the be- 
nevolent purpoſes of the ſociety, and cauſe he 
bleſſing of many that * are "Oey to perif 70 come upon 
them 1 2 0 


% Jun 24,5 1800. 


or IOERS. 


8 


Ix HE airs of the ſociety, for the enſuing 
year, are ; = 


Revs NATHANIEL EMMONS, v. v. Pakswrur. 
Rev. SAMUEL AUSTIN, SECRETARY. 
Deacon JOHN SIMPKINS, TREASURER, 

| Rev. Mal ri. DAVID SANFORD, |} 

- DANIEL HOPKINS, wh 

"EZRA WELD,  - 
1 SAMUEL SPRING, 
SAMUEL NILES, e Tausrrs. 

JOSEPH BARKER, Ts 

SAMUEL AUSTIN, . 

ABIEL HOLMES, {| 

JONATHAN STRONG, 
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ADDRESS To rms PUBLIC. 


Mix, BRETHREN, AND FATHERS, | 


ITI charitable object of the nass Ach. 


$ETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY 1s the only apology 
for this friendly addreſs. For, to diffuſe the 


: knowledge of the goſpel among the heathen and 


other people almoſt deſtitute of it, manifeſtly 


correſponds with the command of Cuxlsr, and 


the enen of his diſciples, 


Al. as, how cur the moral Rate of the world 2 
from Adam to the Savior | How dark alſo the 
period from the chriſtian era to the preſent time! 
For though it is computed that the earth con- 


tains eight hundred millions of human inhabitants, 
we find but fifty millions on the proteſtant liſt, 


and nearly five hundred millions on the liſt of 
benighted Pagans. Jews, Mahometans, and oth- 
ers, whoſe religious theory is diverſe from the 


goſpel, compriſe the reſt. The flock of CHRIST 
has always been ſmall : and Zion ſtill mourns 
becauſe but few celebrate her ſolemn feaſts, 
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Bur, let us s pauſe a moment. How Jong mal 


chis dark period of the church continue? ,” Shall 
the adverſary control the human race till the 
ſinal conſummation ? ? Is this the decree of the A.- 


micuTy ? We do not thus read the ſcriptures. . 


We rather believe Satan will ſhortly loſe his ma- 
gnant influence, and that all nations will em- ts 
| brace the Loxp Is us. Remembering then, that 

Zion's Gop directs all the revolutions of King- 
doms and empires; ; that the hearts of all men 

are in his hand, we cannot but thankfully notice 


the chriſtian charity and zeal which have lately 


| originated and endowed ſo many Miſſionary Socie. 
ties, both in Europe and America, as a precious 
token for good. To the eye of faith there i is, 


at this revolutionary period, at this birth- day of 
intereſting events, a peculiar concurrence of di- 
vine operations to haſten the promiſed time when 


the wilderneſs ſhall bloſſom as the roſe, and the whole _ 
world be filled with the glory of ſaluation, While, 
therefore, we expect the rapid wheels of provi- 


dence will ſoon introduce the, joytul days of 
Zion, ſhall not the followers of the lamb gird up 


their loins and double their diligence ? If we 


wiſh to diſpel the fatal ignorance which broods. 


cover the minds of millions of the wretched na- 
tives; if we wiſh to arm our infant ſettlements 


againſt the increaſing powers of infidelity ; in, 


one word, if we ſupremely love the glory of Goo | 


in the ſalvation of ſouls, let us harmonize with 
the ſpirit of goſpel miſſions : For until the elect 
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wal be gathered, or Crier ſhall recal his ſer 


vants from their labors, this command, © Preach 


the goſpel to every creature, will remain in full 
| force. Inſtead of dreaming, like idle men, that 
there is a lion in the way, let us advance in the 


vame of the Lok, and remove every difficulty, 


and ſurmount every obſtacle. By perſonal exer- 
tions, merely, we can do nothing; but by the 
gracious influence of the ALMIOHTY we can do 
all things: For the Lox effects the purpoſes of 
his grace, not by the wiſdom and power of man, 
but by the energy of his holy Spirit. If we em- 
brace CnIsT to conduct and ſupport us, we 


have nothing to fear but our own declenſion: 


' Oppoſition will fly before us, and mountains 
become plains. Let not the day of ſmall gs 


be deſpiſed. 


LET 3 of the goſpel who are beſt qual- 
ified for miſſionaries, accept the elevated office, 
and magnify it from end to end of our extenſive 


and deſtitute territory. Let our brethren, both 


in the city and country, who poſſeſs property, 


poſſeſs alſo charitable hearts, and improve their 
riches by ſupporting faithful miſſions, till the 


wilderneſs ſhall bow before the king of Zion: For 5 
What qualified miſſionaries can quit their domeſ- 


tic and parochial connexions, and ſpend their 


time, and exhauſt their ſtrength, among the re- 


mote ſettlements without incurring heavy ex- 


penſe ? The laborer is worthy of his hire; and 


we 
we 
— 
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to ſupport the moſt uſeful miſſions we muſt be 
farniſhed with anſwerable funds. But the earth 
is the Lory's and the fulneſs thereof: and we 
willingly believe that he will open the hearts f 
rich men and ſpeedily furniſh pecuniary means 
to ere@ goſpel churches beyond the Weſtern | 
mountains and lakes, where the periſhing 1 natives 
are offering ſacrifices to devils. Prayer and pe- 
cuniary aid are both neceſſary to carry intg effect 


the noble deſign of miſſionary ſocieties: And is 


it poſſible for the work to fail while chriſtians | 
pray fervently for its ſucceſs, and men of . 
erty love the ſouls of their fellow mortals? 
How eaſy for a ſmall number of men, who poſ- 
ſeſs but a common ſhare of property, to ſupport 
' ſeveral miſſionaries from year to year? A thou- 
ſand dollars only of goſpel charity will furniſh 
much bread for ſtarving ſouls in the wilderneſs; 


 Wantz the ſociety wiſely improves dona- | 
tions, and generouſly rewards faithful miſſion- 
aries, why ſhall not our fund increaſe like a 
river which is ſupplied by thouſands of brooks 
and unremitting ſprings ? All good men love to 

do good and to communicate. For it is more 
bleſſed to give than it is to receive. Let the 
children of proſperity, therefore, take the advan- 
tage of their property, and devote a ſmall ſhare 
of it, at leaſt, to ornament the temple of ſalva- 
tion. Let them give a portion to ſeven and alſo 
to eight. Money devoted to the miſſionary fund 
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is ſo much precious property previouſly lodged 


in the bank of heaven. CHRIST loves and will 


bountifully reward the cheerful giver. A ſingle 5 
cent of goſpel charity in CHRIS r's eſtimation, is 
more valuable than mines of ſilver and gold in 


the contracted hands of ſelfiſhneſs. Shall we 


then be remiſs while the {alvation of thouſands 
depends on miſſionary exertions ? Shall we not 
commiſerate the vaſt number of children who 


never ſaw the bible, nor any of CHRIS T's miniſ- 


ters? Shall we be attentive to objects of the 


leaſt i importance, and neglect thoſe of the greateſt 
importance? Shall we be out-done by the men 


of the world? Shall the miſer painfully pene- 


trate the bowels of the earth in queſt of glitter- 


ing duſt ? Shall the merchant meet every danger 


of the elements both at home and abroad, to ac- 
cumulate wealth? Shall the emulous ſons of ſci- 
ence waſte the midnight lamp and even life 
itſelf to regiſter their names among the literati ? 
Shall Columbus and other navigators quit their 
native ſhores and explore the globe amidſt all 
the inclemency of the ſeaſons, and other indeſcriþ- 
able dangers, to diſcover a new ſpot of land to per- 
| petuate their names ? Shall kingdoms and em- 


pires be depopulated, ſhall millions of the human 
race bleed and die to procure the victor's laurel? 


Shall the greateſt efforts be made and the greateſt 
. ſufferings be endured for nothing, and ſhall we 
neglect the ſalvation of immortal ſouls ? Shall 
chriſtians be ſurpaſſed in exertions by the chil- 
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dren of this world! ? No. Let us then turn the 
tables and be influenced by the example of enter- 
priſing miſſionaries. Shall the unwearied Jeſuits 
fly from weſt to eaſt and eaſt to weſt, thouſands 
of leagues to proſelyte the pagans ? Shall the 
1 benevolent and piouſſy enterpriſing Moravians 
explore the northern regions, and bleed and freeze 
and die to warm and comfort the hearts of the 
poor heathen, with divine love and grace? Shall 
Elliot, Brainard and others of congenial ſouls for- 
ever wear the ſparkling crowns which they 
earned among the native tribes ? Shall Britiſn 
chriſtians, at the preſent day, bear the glad tid- 
ings of grace to the other fide of the world? 
Shall all theſe and many more examples be pre- 
ſented to our view in vain ? In one word, Shall 
CHRIST die to give us an opportunity to pro- 
i mote the ſalvation of man, and ſhall we remain 
_—  - indolent and let them be loſt forever? Gop for- 
| bid. For how, alas, can we eſcape, if we neglect 
the means in our power of promoting the great, 
ſalvation of others? Let us then ſhow ourſelves 
851 men, and act according to truth. What would 
1 be the duty of the heathen were we in their 
bi condition and they in ours ? Suppoſe the chan 
bo to be actually made ſuppoſe them now +, 
_—_ ed with goſpel advantages, and we deſtitute. 
* | Would it be their duty to bleſs us? Shall we 
not then bleſs them! ? For the golden rule is di- 
vine, and muſt be adopted in order to meet thße 
ſolemn proceſs of the great day with conſolation, 


CERT 


| Bleſſed are thoſe who EN the ſouls of others as 


they ought to love their own, for they will be ap- 


proved by their Judge. But how ſhall others 
who neglect to furniſh the deſtitute with goſpel 


advantages, endure the criterion which CHRIS 


will finally adopt? For to neglect the ſalvation 
of ſouls, is to neglect and diſregard the Savior. 
The faithful only will finally receive the crown 
of eternal life; but how can men be faithful 


who knowingly neglect their advantages to 
ſpread the knowledge of ſalvation among the 


deſtitute ? © Go out and compel them to come 
in that my houſe may be filled,” is the unalter- 
able injunction of divine grace. With this the 


apoſtles uniformly complied, and were they to 
reviſit the world, neither the heathen tribes, nor 


any other deſtitute people would be neglected. 
Every quarter of the globe, the moſt ſolitary 
places not excepted, would witneſs the pungent 


inſtructions of Paul, the burning zeal of Peter, 
and the divine eloquence of Apollos. Faithful 
men! ample reward „ _ 


| Now chriſtian friends and fellow mortals, are 
theſe things intereſting ? The repreſentation we 


confeſs is manifeſtly inadequate to the object. 
The one half is not told; but the path of duty is 


plain to thoſe who are willing to embrace it. 
The field is wide, the work is great, and the 
encouragement is moſt excellent. If we ſeek 
the Lord we ſhall find him: If we devoutly 
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aalen nge bim in our charitable attergt. to 
diffuſe the knowledge of the * he will 


| Hale and . us. 


WII then che wendet of the ſociety will ; 
punctually and faithfully attend the buſineſs of 


the annual meeting according to the ſpirit of the 
| conſtitution ; and while the truſtees and miſſion». 


aries, it is hoged, will act anſwerably to the re- 
pony: Ones, ſhall we not . Gop's 


nl realize thi liberat ns of Zion- 8 friends + 
who are not members of the ſociety ? Fervent 


prayers and generous. donations are particularly 


neceſſary to ſupport the cauſe which we advo- 
cate, Will a gracious | Gop own and bleſs the 


| ſociety, and make it extenſively uſeful to the 


ſouls of men, and plentifully reward its benefac- 


tors, and fill the world with the glory of his 1 


8 name. 
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